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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---August Co-Selection 
With Miller’s Origin the American Revolution) 


Lawson, Ted Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo. Random 


House. July 12, 1943. $2.00. 


Captain Ted Lawson (then First Lieutenant) piloted 
one the sixteen planes that took part the Doolittle 
Raid over Japan April 18, with the edi- 
torial help veteran newsman “Bob” Considine, tells 
what saw and heard the raid, the preparation for 
it, and its tragic aftermath. 


Captain Lawson takes just two pages sketch his own 
personal background: How met his future wife 1937, 
when was working eight hours night the Los 
Angeles Douglas airplane plant, and studying eight hours 
day school; how enlisted Army flying cadet 
learn “more than the blueprint side the business”; 
how graduation there came him realization that 
“for there would now more than just taking some- 
thing the Army was offering. want giving, too”. 


the Air Corps the instructors decided that, spite 
his leanings engineering, young Lawson was best fitted 
bomber pilot, and bomber pilot remained for 
the seventeen months his flying career. Married 
September, 1941, Captain Lawson and his wife had had 
only three widely separated days each other’s company 
when news came the Pearl Harbor attack. the fol- 
lowing January volunteered for what was then de- 
scribed dangerous, important and interesting” mis- 
sion. Two months special training 
came the day when the planes were taken aboard the air- 
craft carrier Hornet. More training followed until April 
18, when the bombers took off for Japan. 


Captain Lawson’s description his own plane’s part 
the actual attack Tokyo fills only couple pages. 


The operation consumed, says, not more than 
seconds. Months had been spent preparing for that 
half-minute action. Two more months anxiety and 
suffering were before that bomber crew saw 
America again. Was worth the Captain Lawson 
thinks was, only for the lift gave American morale 
home. 

Each bomber group had been assigned specific targets 
various Japanese towns. Captain Lawson tells leaving 
unmolested aircraft carrier, because had save his 
bombs for their designated work. Only seven planes 
flew over Tokyo itself. The rest attacked other points. 
The Japanese defense was feeble. Not one American 
plane was destroyed over Japan. 

But the escape China was another story. Storms and 
failing fuel forced all the bombers finally crash 
China, save one that came down safely Siberia. 
the remaining seventy-five raiders, one was killed, eight 
were captured China the enemy, two remained 
missing, sixty-four escaped capture. these last, many 
were more less badly hurt. Captain Lawson 
crash landing received severe injuries, one which 
mately cost him his left leg. 

and his crew owed their survival the care friendly 
Chinese and two British missionaries. The 
Japanese were the neighborhood and the story the 
Americans’ escape from them tribute Chinese re- 
sourcefulness and loyalty. The path home air lay 
across India and Africa South America and Wash- 
ington. 

Home meant new agony for Captain Lawson. His muti- 
lated face had “rebuilt”, his remnant leg sub- 
jected more surgery. Now, exchange for his lost leg, 


Lawson Fuller Crabb 


Captain Lawson has promotion rank, the Distin- 
Flying Cross, the Order the Purple Heart, the 
Military Order China, and ten-month-old daughter. 
Also, says, line for the areonautical en- 
gineering research job which wanted the first place. 


There certain amount unnecessary, though mostly 
rather inoffensive, profanity scattered through the narra- 
tive. least the two three instances where Our 
Lord’s name used expletive, Mr. Considine might 
have done advantage little additional editing. 


Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo excellent book. Young 
people will probably find its style too matter fact, its 
incidents too unromantically realistic, hit their taste. 
Mature readers should gain from its perusal new appre- 
ciation the unpretentiously gallant men who fly our war 
planes—men who take huge risks with grin and, when 
falls their lot, bear bitter pain without whining undue 
self-pity; men who promise little, much, and brag not 


all. 
Winston, 
Richmond 23, Va. 


Fuller, The Shining Trail. Duell, Sloan and Pearce. 
June 18, 1943. 442p. $3.00. 


The Shining Trail have historical novel Sauk 
(Sac) Indian life from 1816 1832 that deserves per- 
manent place our literature. The author’s first novel, 
The Loon Feather, won Avery Hopwood award 

Through the medium the life Tomah, Sauk chief 
the Eagle totem who had been seriously wounded 
war against the Sioux 1816, narrated the history and 
customs the Sauks, most whom were living their 
village Saukenuk the Rock River near Rock Island. 
The story opens with description the Sauk “scalp 
dance”, attended their famous chief Black Hawk who 
had been retirement since the death his son the 
1816 war. This dance recalled Tomah the events 
the Sioux war when Black Hawk’s fame had been its 
height but during which Keokuk had taken unfair ad- 
vantage and had been elected war chief the tribe. Dur- 
ing that war the Sauks had captured Wenona, Sioux 
daughter-in-law their famous chief Wabasha. Soon 
after her capture Wenona gave birth Cheske. Wenona 
became Tomah’s squaw; Cheske was raised his lodge, 
acquiring his training Sauk customs from Tomah and 
Sioux language and customs from his mother. the 
age eight, Cheske was adopted Black Hawk who saw 
qualities leadership the boy. 


After patiently filling the background normal Sauk 
life and inter-Indian relationships there introduced the 
first “incident”, the seizure the whites the lead mines 
Galena. Soon “squatters” moved down the river and 
settled Saukenuk during the tribe’s winter absence. 
Gradually the “squatters” encroached more Sauk land; 
numerous incidents white men’s instigation followed; 
Indian morale and physique were sapped drinking “fire- 
Keokuk, the war chief, was bribed the whites; 
drive the redskins out the state. All efforts the 
trader, Colonel Davy, proved fruitless; his pleas and 
those the Indian chiefs, the white leaders turned cotton- 


Best SELLERS 


stuffed cars and prejudiced minds. Finally, against their 
will, the Sauks went the warpath when was evident 
the militia intended exterminate them they would 
animals. After brief campaign the Indians were routed; 
Black Hawk escaped live with friendly Indians after 
passing Cheske his spirit leadership, his feeling that 
the shining trail Indian spirits who had been killed 
the war was promise the eternity the Indian race 
(p. 426). the end Cheske had determined keep 
the Indian race alive leading the Sioux, his mother’s 
native tribe, Canada where the British had promised 
protection. 


The predominant note The Shining Trail that the 
white man’s greed and aggression, the unscrupulous efforts 
used drive the Sauk Indians out Illinois. This 
developed through such scenes that which led the 
“Treaty” 1804, the seizure the lead mines and the 
Sauk farms and the bribery the Quisling Keokuk. 
order show the Indian character the author describes 
most vividly numerous social and religious cus- 
toms, delineating the Sauks essentially peace-loving 
people without desire fight the whites. 
portrayal the blackrobe, Father Timothy, well 
one. 


Stylistically this novel excellent. Great care taken 
with background and character; the action restrained 
but nonetheless exciting. pleasure recommend 
for general reading. 


Crabb, Alfred Leland. Supper the Maxwell House. 
Bobbs-Merrill. June 15, 1943. 372p. $2.50. 


Supper the Maxwell House novel Nashville and 
its people the dramatic reconstruction period immedi- 
ately following the Civil War. exemplifies the fortitude 
and courage the Southeners that city who not 
met military defeat but were forced struggle against 
almost virtual slavery under carpetbagger regimes before 
they could rebuild their lives normal basis. The 
Maxwell House, scene some the activity the story, 
symbolizes this restoration the people and the city 
normalcy. This Mr. Crabb’s second story the people 
Nashville and may lead further units planned 
series. 


The plot the story simple—a family broken war, 
the father dead, loses its plantation through the activities 
unscrupulous bankers but, despairing not, works only 
get back and the end succeeds via romance. There 
are, however, many side issues—such the part played 
the Klux Klan, the development Nashville into 
modern city, etc.—and many characters that 
hard give complete synopsis the story. 
the Coles lose Kingsley and the head the family almost 
simultaneously. Their friends, Berrien Lindsley, univer- 
sity professor; Mr. McFerrin, preacher; Mrs. Polk, widow 
the President; and character known throughout the 
story simply “the driver” aid them finding new 
home. Having vowed the age twelve his father’s 
bedside recover Kingsley, Weaver Cole begins making 
home for his mother and over period seven eight 
years, through sheer determination, develops into suc- 
cessful farmer and worthwhile young man. 


Mr. Maynard, the banker the case, has sold Kingsley 
Dwight Lawrence, retired New England manufacturer, 
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who dominates his wife but not his daughter Merrie. 
Merrie and Weaver Cole meet for the first time the 
gala dinner which opens the Maxwell House and, 
course, fall deeply love. The banker meanwhile has 
been terrorizing other Southern families with gang 
desperadoes. This leads the organization the Klan 
General Forrest and for several years there terrorism 
and counterterrorism. 


the end all the best elements both North and South 
unite into harmonious grouping new Nashville. The 
Klan has been disbanded; terrorism gone; justice reigns; 
the old Southern families have surmounted the difficulties 
developing more wholesome life and, cap all, 
Weaver and Merrie have overcome all obstacles 
happy love affair and once again Kingsley will belong 


Cole. 


Although scarcely mentioned this outline one char- 
acter stands out above all the others. known simply 
“the driver” and used symbolize the determination 
honest man work out his own salvation and 
help others according the means hand and usually 
finds means. Although general this character good 
his means are occasionally somewhat shady. “The driver” 
furnishes the humor the book and many cases the 
“deus machina” from whom all good things come. 


Supper the Maxwell House quiet and well written 
story the reconstruction era evolved one city 
the South, dealing not with national sectional aspects 
alone but merely with those aspects they affected the 
personal lives people. only one point must take 
exception and that the delineation the Klan good 
and necessary organization when reality its purpose was 
counterterrorism, its members not lily white Mr. 
Crabb paints them. One fierce battle between the Klan 
and gang desperadoes, with its vivid description 
hatred and murder, renders the book unsuitable for 
younger readers. the position the Klan pointed 
out the book may recommended adults. 


Shalett, Sidney. Old Nameless. Appleton-Century. May 
21, 1943. 177p. $2.00. 


The present war seems have sired new development 
the technique war reporting that newspaper ac- 
counts military events are frequently blown their 
authors into small books which deal mainly with personal 
reactions battle but which also attempt show how 
the individual’s co-operation fits into the whole scheme 
things. The present book, Old Nameless, one 
these: merely personalized account the participation 
United States battlewagon two Pacific engagements 
together with human interest sidelights the behavior 
officers and crew during these engagements. 


Old Nameless battleship the North Carolina class 
equipped with all the newest devices for modern warfare. 
With crew men mostly inexperienced and only re- 
cently enlisted the Navy, she set sail for the first time 
combination shakedown-duty cruise the Spring 
1942. During the four five months before her first 
major action her captain, Thomas Leigh Gatch—to whom 
the author gives lion’s share the credit for the ship’s 
record—devoted most his efforts training the ship’s 
crew out whose motley obviously welded efficient 


Shalett Walpole 


fighting unit. Throughout the entire book Mr. Shalett 
devotes great deal space emphasizing the role 
the captain and the qualities which eminently fitted 
Captain Gatch for his work. 


August 1942 the Marines had hammered out beach- 
head Guadalcanal, holding against Jap counteraction 
with little air naval support. Under command 
Admiral Halsey the delayed naval support finally ap- 
peared October and the 26th that month Old 
Nameless took part the “First Round” the battle for 
Guadalcanal. There the naval-air battle Santa Cruz, 
Old Nameless made tactical history when, supporting 
aircraft carrier, she shot down enemy planes, suf- 
fering only one bomb hit which, 
wounded and almost killed her captain. For this action 
the captain received the Navy Cross which fact men- 
tioned solely account his “one-sentence speech” 
the crew his ship: “Well, they pinned this medal 
because I’m the Captain, but you’re the people 
who really earned it.” 


The need for commanders was urgent less than 
three weeks Captain Gatch was back his post and Old 
Nameless was sailing toward the Solomons. Novem- 
ber 15th she took part the huge sea battle which finally 
smashed the Japanese attempts retake Guadalcanal. 
dramatic night action she was credited with sinking 
three Jap ships but this time Old Nameless suffered more 
severely with many casualties and damage the ship 
After that battle she came home refit 
Eastern port where, because the severity his wounds, 
Captain Gatch was relieved command. 


both battles many thrilling eyewitness accounts are 
given; tales personal heroism both 
officers and men abound. Dramatically done, they con- 
tribute the effectiveness the book. general 
might said that this epic worthwhile description 
battleship action, adequate account for the reader 
who would understand some slight extent the life 
the men who fight our battles the sea. The one ob- 
jectionable feature, the inclusion certain amount 
profanity, should not interfere with the recommendation 
the book for adult readers. 


Walpole, Hugh. Katherine Christian. Doubleday, Doran. 


Hugh Walpole, having written some the best modern 
novels, The Cathedral for example, left Katherine Chris- 
tian incomplete when died June The novel 
stops with the first scene violence the great English 
Civil War the 1640’s between Puritans and Royalists. 
James Charles Strafford and Cromwell figure its 
pages. Walpole symbolizes one family, which calls 
“middle-class and neatly balanced between soul and 
body”, the events and ideas that sweep whole nation 
into civil strife. 


The Herries family consists chiefly old Nicholas, the 
noble Patriarch who could not forget the “glorious” days 
Elizabeth; his son Robert, practical, neutral, prosperous 
head the family; and cousins Rashleigh, Lucy, and 
Peter Garland. Rashleigh courtier whose devotion 
the king, come what may. His most tragic hour that 


Cassidy 


which Charles signs the death sentence the loyal 
Strafford. Lucy, attractive and vivacious, early falls 
love with handsome and notorious rake and thirty 
elopes with him, spurning her life-long, honest admirer 
Matt Turner, the poet. Deserted, she returns with her 
son Rupert and later marries Matt. Eventually she again 
deserts both son and husband and lost sight of. 

Peter the best person the book; never bad and 
improves with the years. sixteen family feast 
sees Katherine Christian, six, the magician’s daughter, 
for the first time and never forgets her. Unresolved but 
tending toward the rising Puritanism, sees the grown 
Katherine again, now the most beautiful girl England. 
proposes her passionately and she berates him with 
unreasonable contempt. Soon she became the mistress 
one and another rich “gentleman”, rising always higher 
toward court circles till she lady-in-waiting the 
Queen. the meanwhile Peter meets Cromwell and 
new love and devotion possess him, giving him new 
force and personality. When the eve the Civil 
war, Katherine sees him again she loves him immediately, 
for the first love her life. kisses her for the first 
time. His blissful. But when kisses her again 
following day and proposes, she tells him that she mar- 
ried secretly six days ago. She then returns the court, 
and he, requiring all the resources religion and the 
cause steady him, returns Cromwell and the Civil 
war. When Cromwellian soldiers, provoked Lucy’s 
illegitimate son Rupert, burn the Robert Herries mansion, 
the incompleted story stops. 


This romance. Therefore sins are mentioned, not 
described. And the language proper. Even the sinful 
Katherine and Lucy, whose affairs are mentioned, are not 
portrayed adulterously. Nor are their sins any sins 
the flesh made appear proper desirable. Distinctly 
the contrary. Yet this novel the prevailing Anglo- 
Saxon sex stream—that making women with past 
matrimonially attractive to, and desired by, the best 
men. The two most sinful women the book are pre- 
cisely those whom the most honorable men the book 
pine for and want marry—in spite their past. Un- 
consciously the book impresses the thesis that woman 
with past just marriageable man with past. 
Which the Mary Magdalen ideal and good. The flaw 
appears that woman with past made appear 
just matrimonially desirable widow virgin, 
not more so. But this faulty suggestion not pronounced 
enough spoil the book. 


between Puritans and the Divine-Right royalists, Wal- 
pole steers neutral course. suggests rather that both 
sides were partly right and partly wrong—and that little 
patience and willingness see the other side could have 
prevented the Civil War. regards Catholics, nothing 
specifically said against them, yet the suggestion 
created that was the Catholic Queen with her Catholic 
followers who stiffened the King’s most objectionable atti- 
tudes and who rightly wrongly had the effect creat- 
ing the chief popular resentment and suspicion against 
the King. final effect the book mildly unfavorable 
Catholicism but not seriously so. 


For noted writer like Walpole, this book has only second- 
rate literary distinction. But for people background 
and culture interesting and worthwhile reading. And 
would let anyone read who finds readable. 
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Cassidy, Henry Moscow Dateline, 1941-1943. Hough- 
ton Mifflin. May 27, 1943. 375p. $3.00. 


piece reporting Russia more fair and objective 
than any have read these years myriad journal- 
istic impositions our intelligence. For sound assess- 
ment Russian war power, peace aims, and Second 
Front grievances, this the hook. Henry Cassidy, head 
the Associated Press Moscow, scored the 
news scoop the war his exchange notes with 
Stalin the Second Front issue. that incident, 
well this volume, shows the qualities the 
American news correspondent his balanced and un- 
emotional best. 

Nowhere the book does the author endorse the phil- 
osophy fundamental objectives Soviet Russia. But 
holds that the immense industrial and military achieve- 
ment Russia has made her such tremendously im- 
portant factor that cannot build world peace without 
her friendship and collaboration. This the conclusion 
which buttresses with abundant evidence. Wherefore 
will condemned those whose dislike for Com- 
munism blinds them international realities and the 
difference between diplomatic co-operation with, and in- 
tellectual admission false system. would doubt- 
less reply (with the full concurrence the 
viewer) that such collaboration often matter neces- 
sity, and need not any sense involve approval 

partner’s view life. 


Perhaps the most sobering fact emerging from the book 
the inherent difficulty this very necessary morganatic 
marriage between Russia and the other United Nations. 
the author admits freely, “Russia will after the 
war what she was before—Soviet” (p. 350). There will 
continuance, believes, the Communist anti-re- 
ligious and anti-capitalistic policies, with, probably, some 
more, Stalin considers the following territories belong- 
ing legitimately Russia: Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, and 
the Soviet-incorporated regions formerly held Finland, 
Poland, and Rumania (p. 141). Mr. Cassidy, after refer- 
ring this problem, by-passes with great haste, and 
not blame him bit for doing. But somebody must 
handle the near future. 


Suggestive the pitfalls the way the Anglo-Ameri- 
can-Soviet partnership was the Second Front disagree- 
ment, now (we trust) safely buried. When Mr. Churchill 
had his obviously unsatisfactory talks with Stalin Mos- 
cow August 1942, the stability the alliance was 
very seriously threatened indeed. The Russians could not 
understand why the Allied diversion the West was not 
immediately (or least the near future) forthcoming. 
Mr. Churchill kept chewing his cigar and insisted that the 
thing could not done just yet. the Kremlin banquet 
given the British Prime Minister’s honor, Russian irony 
the dangerous topic placed Mr. Churchill under the 
painful necessity being rescued from embarrassment 
the smart riposte American military attaché. And 
Mr. Cassidy suggests delicately that Wendell 
spectacular visit Moscow did little clear the atmos- 
phere. Even genial and well-intentioned bull creates 
the usual problem china shop. this connection the 
author observes that President Roosevelt was not strong- 
opposed 1942 Second Front was Churchill (p. 
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The chapters the battles Moscow arid are 
excellent. are given popular and accurate idea 
the gigantic mouse-trap tactic which defeated the Nazis 
each the two instances; and the historic Nazi mistake 
dividing the attacking forces the peak the offen- 
sive explained all its implications. 


Mr. Cassidy offers suggestive reason why the ex- 
perts underestimated Russian military strength: 


The experts had few, any, personal contacts with the 
people the country they were trying judge... 
[This was] because the great gap between the two 
classes, labeled the Soviets the bourgeoisie and the 
proletariat. was, literally, crime for member 
the Soviet proletariat fraternize with member 
any bourgeoisie, and therefore with the 
ony (80). 
The journalists seem have been more successful than 
the professional diplomats digging news out the 
synthetic fog enveloping the Kremlin. The whole story, 
indeed, illustrates the high importance, diplomatically 
speaking, alert press representation abroad. 


The book warmly recommended, first, for adults, in- 
cluding those learning such college; and, secondly, 
Mr. Cassidy’s fellow-craftsmen, especially some them. 


Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Wallace, Henry The Century the Common Man, 
(ed. Russell Lord). Reynal and Hitchcock. July 12, 
1943. 96p. $0.75. 


This collection Mr. Wallace’s recent addresses 
the war and the problems the peace. One the best 
—is here published for the first time. 


There much that sound and eloquent this little 
volume that pity great deal more was not 
left out. Mr. Wallace sincere and basically whole- 
some thinker who lays good and bad foundations with 
undiscriminating abandon, and spoils many his good 
foundations piling false superstructures upon them. 
believes, for instance, that “the idea 
derived from the Bible with its extraordinary emphasis 
the dignity the individual” (p. 14), and declares 
that American ideals are based the “democratic Chris- 
tian philosophy” (p. 73). But comes perilously near 
equating the Communist and American concepts 
democracy (p. 36), and implies that American democracy 
based also the philosophy Mohammedanism, 
Hinduism, Confucianism, “and other faiths” (p. 73). 
This excess intellectual cosmopolitanism would have 
confusing effect on, let say, the Common Man. 


Mr. Wallace seems trying too hard furnish clean 
bill ideological health for Communist Russia. Most 
are convinced the necessity collaborating with 
Russia (with sacrifice principle) both during and 
after the war. But cannot believe, Mr. Wallace 
wishes believe, that the Russian Revolution the 
direct line philosophical descent from the American 
Revolution (p. 17), that “Russia has probably gone 
further than any other nation the world 
ethnic democracy” (p. 38); that Russia “striving for 


Wallace Prefaces Peace 


the enduring happiness the common man” (p. 36) 
(italics inserted). 


But these speeches are eminently worth reading. 
gain for truth and weapon for clear thinking when 
Vice-President the United States defines American 
democracy “based the social message the prophets 
[and] the heart insight Christ” (p. encour- 
aging when insists that “Christianity not star gazing 
82). Merely condemn Mr. Wallace’s errors and 
ignore these excellent observations uncritical and even 
ungenerous. 


the economic side, Mr. Wallace’s position moderate, 
well-reasoned, and, would seem, fundamentally right. 
warns against repetition the mistake made 
after 1919—selfish economic isolationism and disregard 
the needs the rest the world. urges—in de- 
cidedly words—a reverence for the Common 
Man, the small and poor and weak people the world 
who have right live human beings. one the 
most forceful speeches produced this war pleads 
for fair and permanent post-war settlement, and prays 
that “my George, and your George, and all those who 
have sacrificed their lives will inspire effective 
action that they will not have died vain” (p. 90). Well 
said, Mr. Wallace, but let lay the foundations deep, 
broad—but not too broad!—and wholly true. 


Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Prefaces Peace. symposium consisting the follow- 
ing: One World Wendell Willkie (complete). The 
Problems Lasting Peace, Herbert Hoover and Hugh 
Gibson (complete). The Price Free World Victory. 
(From the new book Century the Common Man, 
Henry Wallace.) Blue-print for Peace, Sumner Welles. 
(From the new book The World the Four Freedoms.) 
Co-operatively published Simon and Schuster; Double- 
day, Doran; Reynal and Hitchcock; Columbia University 
Press. July 14, 1943. xii, 437p. $3.50. 


Editor’s Note: For review Willkie’s book, see May 
Ist issue, 13; for Hoover and Gibson’s book, July 22, 
1942, 95; for Wallace’s book, this issue; Welles’ book 
has not been reviewed Best Sellers. Consequently this 
review limited the extracts Welles. 


The Catholic reader should have hand this convenient 
collection pronouncements post-war reconstruction 
five outstanding spokesmen for America. Willkie’s and 
Hoover’s books are given their entirety, while the other 
two volumes are represented generous excerpts. The 
fact that there much all these blue-prints for peace 
with which Catholics will disagree, renders the book 
less indispensable for understanding 
American official and semi-official thought the future 
world settlement. 


One the most significant facts about these plans their 
correspondence, many fundamental details, with the 
Papal pronouncements for the stabilization the world. 
For instance, says Mr. Welles, The World the Four 
Freedoms: 


the words our President: “We shall win this war, 
and Victory, shall seek not vengeance, but the 


King Wilder Index 


establishment international order which the 
spirit Christ shall rule the hearts men and 
nations.” won’t get Free World any other way. 
(Prefaces Peace, 426.) 


Mr. Welles had said more than this, would have 
written very worthwhile book. fact, goes further, 
and gives very sane and carefully thought-out plat- 
form for the economic rebuilding the international 
order. points the economic relationships existing 
between the nations the Western Hemisphere models 
what all economic relationships should be. makes 
out decidedly strong case for the comparison, while 
stressing the truth that national selfishness its own 
nemesis. International co-operation, convinced, 
the best investment even from the standpoint national 


self-interest. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton. 


Crime Club---July Selection 


King, Rufus. Variety Weapons. Crime Club. July 
1943. 213p. $2.00. 


When Fanny Mistral, Inc., received request assign 
star animal photographer Ann Ledrick snap the pet 
ocelots the fabulously wealthy but neurotically exclusive 
Marlows, Fanny sent Ann with some slight misgivings 
which were seconded Ann’s fiancee, Bill Forrest. 
private Marlow plane transported Ann Marlow’s iso- 
lated estate, Black Tor. Her reception was cordial, quite 
unlike that generally accorded commercial 
lainous Ludwig Appleby, guest, openly 
perturbation her resemblance the Charings Bos- 
ton. Estelle Marlow seemed forget the photographic 
purpose the trip. Then Ann learned three murders 
connected with Justin Marlow’s son and daughter-in-law. 
Soon another murder occurred and Ann herself came 
close death. It’s all worked out 
ground, plot and characters dovetail nively into superb 
mystery thriller that can recommended for all readers. 


Wilder, Margaret Buell. Since You Went Away. Letters 
Soldier from His Wife. Whittlesey House. July 14, 
1943. $2.00. 


charming book that can read easily evening 
two, Margaret Wilder has written serics letters 
that might serve models for our own correspondence 
members the armed forces. Simply, though impec- 
cable English, she relates short newsy letters the events 
happening each day the members her family, writing 
cheerfully, courageously, happily, but with 
note loneliness always present. 


Ann, budding author, and the mother two girls, finds 
necessary become the “head” the family when 


Best 


Tim, her soldier husband, volunteers for war service. Her 
experiences, her new job, the two daughters Brig and 
Jan, who develop surprising business acumen, the dog 
Soda, Arathusa the rabbit, Miss Horse, the amazing Fidelia, 
Mr. John, and all the rest the family and their associ- 
ates, comprise delightful book. 


Mrs. Wilder especially adept drawing accurately and 
humorously the beloved characters surrounding her. She 
has the gift making the ordinary extraordinary, and she 
plays with our emotions easily and sympathetically. 
enjoy the experience. 

There little plot the book but one unconscious 
its absence; instead, interest sustained the innumer- 
able mirthful well serious problems that fill each 
day’s living for this brave little family. The fact that the 
book Mrs. Wilder’s own actual letters Tim, her hus- 
band, adds its value example and inspiration for 
others follow reconstructing their daily lives this 
period world upheaval. 


The book recommended for young people and adults 
who will find welcome additions the present dearth 
worthwhile light summer “escape” reading. 


Bertha Winter Mahoney, 
Book Mark, Pa. 
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Shalett, Old Nameless, 15, 1943. 

Wallace, The Century the Common Man, 49. 
July 15, 1943. 

Walpole, Katherine Christian, July 15, 1943. 

Wilder, Since You Went Away, 50. July 15, 1943. 

Wordell and Seiler. Over Casablanca, 43. 
July 1943. 


Little, 


16] 
assem 
never 
the 
but 
merca 
can 
Par 
unlim 
Whig: 

Indep 
onists’ 
the 
nothir 
the 


Such 
and 
Hamil 
the 
volum 
happy 
the 
march 
cans 
the 
concer 
phrase 
with 


